
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

August 2020 Prayer/Newsletter 
 

 

Dear praying friends,  
 
Our warmest love and greetings to you in the wonderful name of Jesus!   
 
Due to the unusual circumstances of this present period, and the consequences of the global Pandemic, it's been a 
while since we sent out our Prayer/Newsletter. Although there doesn't seem to be a lot to report, many people have 
been kindly enquiring after us, so we wanted to give an update. 
 
First and foremost we'd like to say a huge 'thank-you' to all those who have been praying for us, and particularly for 
the sensitivity and practical support people have expressed during what has been, and still is, extraordinary times. 
Never before, in over 42 years of full-time ministry, have I experienced such prolonged, far-reaching and 
unexpected events.  
 
I'm sure, in many ways, you all have your own personal story of what a devastating blow 'trouble' can bring. For me, 
my sudden burst appendix in October last year, followed by 3 months recovery was a major event in itself. Then 5 
months 'lock-down', which caused the entire itinerate ministry to be wiped out of my diary - for the second time - that 
was trouble enough! However, worse was to come: 3 deaths in the family in 27 days (none Covid), including the 
loss of our son-in-law, leaving Naomi widowed at 34, having to raise 2 very small children. In addition to this turmoil, 
there was also the painful and bewildering blow, of being let down by a close and trusted friend I've known for well 
over 30 years, causing immense sadness. In all, there's been over 9 months of heartache we never saw coming, 
and in many ways, we are still recovering from. Having said that, the miracle is, Gail and I are still rejoicing and 
standing firm because of the goodness and faithfulness of God! As always, He has given grace to help in time of 
need, and we have absolute confidence He’s been working in each situation for good.  
 
In, and out of 'lock-down', I've been fully occupied spending time in evangelism, prayer, reading, counselling, and 
preaching in Church services, on Zoom as well as Facebook. Gail has been busy as well, with administration, email 
and phone ministry, and joining me holding Open-Air meetings. We found it a joy to witness the Holy Spirit at work, 
bringing deliverance for 2 men tormented by fear, severely affecting their lives; one for over 20 years! In that time 
he’d sought help from many churches and finally found freedom in our home. The other had an important major 
decision to make, but due to stress couldn't hear God. We visited him, and through our facemasks were able to 
minister to him – Gail said she ‘saw the fear break’ at the same time he declared ‘I feel it’s broken!’ 
 
On the 14th August we returned from a welcome 6 nights away in Bournemouth. This was a wonderful time of rest 
and reflection, unfortunately though, they happened to be the hottest consecutive days of the year. Temperatures 
soared to 37/38 degrees, and in our accommodation it was even hotter, which made quiet meditation impossible. 
 
Regarding my return to itinerate work, the future still looks extremely uncertain. Most churches are either finding it 
too difficult, with all the precautions needed to be put in place, to resume their services, or simply they are nervous 
about opening up. Those beginning to meet again are reluctant to receive visiting speakers, until things are less 
unsettled, and their finances return to a healthier state. Therefore, it makes any kind of clear forward planning 
incredibly difficult, and it may not be until the New Year, or later, that stability returns to the travelling ministry. 
 
One of the reassuring 'words' the Lord has given me recently, and I've shared with others, is, 'It is in times of great 
testing that great testimonies are born.' This has been proven many times over in the Bible, when we look at people 
like Daniel in the lion's den, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace, David in conflict with Goliath 
etc; and it is just as true today, in every kind of crisis. Unfortunately, Christians tend to want a great testimony, but 
are not keen on accepting the great tests of life; these two experiences however, are almost always inseparable! 
 
Your continued prayers for the Lord's blessing upon our lives and ministry would be greatly appreciated, and also, 
as our income has been taken away, that God will go on miraculously providing for our daily needs. 
 

"In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God, in Christ Jesus, concerning you." (1 Thessalonians 5:18) 
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"But you dear friends, build 
yourselves up in your most 

holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Spirit. Keep yourselves in the 
love of God ..." (Jude 20-21) 
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